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t T US MEANS /
YOUI

When you have
finished readier
ANSWERS hand
it overt the counter
of any post-office
and it will he erne
to l ighten the
dreary hours o f
some fithtiar man.
N )  w r a p n l n a — n o

aaore i ) .

The Popular
Journal for Home and Train.

BUY A
WA:1 BOND
TO-DAY.
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MArclE Y O U R  M O N E Y   riIcrHife U l f  A  W A R  ;: '®ND.
"Me dear, did you make this Christmas-pudding �  ß t 1  a t  t y ® �  L i k e

oat of  the cookery b o o k "  l l C S 2 1  t l  1 !
"Yes, love ! "  � •
" I  thought I  tasted one of  the covers." d h . ; y  a  Y e a r ?

B L A C K E S T  C H R I S T M A S  O N  R E C O R D .
SOME people a re  a p t  t o  t h i nk  t h a t  these last

three Christmases have  been b lack  ones, even
though some o f  them have been white i n  the old

• sense,  but i t  is net the truth.
No; f o r  t he  worst  and blackest Christmas on

record we must go back to the Crimean Christmas
' o f  1551. I t  was perhaps the worst managed war

on record, and i s  an object lesson i n  inefficiency
r,- t h i s  country,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  faul ts,  has never fo r -

gotten. F o r  one th ing  the frost was terrible, the
• w a t e r l o g g e d  guns freezing and the metal actually

cracking. O u r  splendid heroes went almost bare-
footed and a shipload of hoots ensue which were all
for the left foot . Food ships wore close at hand and
nobody seemed to know anything about them, and
the result was tha t  the men were not only frost-
bitten but  hunger-bitten. Merest ,  broke out, and
the whole case was terrible.

One good t h i n g  came ou t  of  the  trouble—our
splendid m o d e r n  n u r s e s  a n d  t h e  s p l e n d i d
organisations and systems under which they per-
form such beneficent work. ' l u c i r  patron saint is
Florence Nightingale, the heroine of  the Crimea,
re E d i t h  Cavel l ,  ono o f  he r  successors, i s  t h e

' bere ine of Belgium and Britain to-day.

Sur.: "  You interest me strangely—as no other
• man ever has."

I ie :  '  You sprang that on me last night."
She: " O h ,  was i t  you:"

P O P U L A R  D I V O R C E  C U S T O M S .
e. B r e o 4 6  very l ong  Parl iament w i l l  be engaged
t  d i s c n s s i n "  the recision o f  our marriage laws, and

this revision of  laws brings to mind the procedure
adopted b y  wedded part ies requir ing divorce i n

r.  o t h e r  less-eivilisedcountrie.s.
l E v e r y b o d y  knows tha t  i nChina chop-sticks a r c  used

for ea t i ng  f o o d ;  b u t  f e w
know t h e y  a r e  used i n  a

• d i v o r c e  c e r e m o n y.  T h e
parties d e s i r i n g  d i v o r c e
must break -a pa i r  o f  chop-
,ticks i n  t h e  pretence o f

. witnesses, and the th ing  i+
dime. B u t  t h a t  i s  no t  a l l .
Divorce. are allowed i n  a l l
cases of cr iminal i ty,  mutual
dislike, j e a l o u s y,  i  acorn -
patibi l i te o f  temperament.
or—mark y o u  !--too m u c h

• loquac i ty  on the part of  the
' w i f e !

In Siber ia t h e  man  can
just please h imse l f  a s  t o
whether l : e  s h a l l  . l i v e n °
his w i f e  o r  no t .  F o r  t h e
most t r i f l ing  a r t  o f  his wife
he tears a  cap or' veil f rom
l•er f a c e ,  a n d  t l i a t  c o n -

' s t i t a t e .  o divorce.

Mas. T a m e  : " I  h a v e
cover seen such a n  ex t ra-
ordivary variety of  preoeats
u+ you have."

• M r .  Jes te r :  " Ye a .  M y
wife says w e  have enough
material f o r  B r idge  prises

You  can  b u y  a  W a r  Bond  a t  a n y  b a n k  o r
post-office.

I t  is  the simplest and most  prof i table f o rm  of
investment ever devised. Y o u  get  £ 5  a  year
for every £100 you invest .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r i s k
and n o  t roub le .  T h e  very least you  receive i f
you p a y  £100 now  fo r  a  N o .  I  B o n d . w f l l  b e
£127 b y  f i v e  y e a r s '  t i m e .  Y c u  g e t  a  p r o -
portionate value for a £5 Bond.

Just t i l l  i n  the simple form to be got wherever
War  Bonds are sold,  b a n d  ove r  y o u r  money,
and thereafter you w i l l  ge t  y o u r  interest tw ice
a year posted on to you. I t  is  as easy as buying
a stamp. Y o u  can lend  y o u r  money f o r  f i v e ,
seven, or t en  years. I f  you want  to lend i t  f o r
five ask fo r  a  N o  1  Bond. T i l l  1922 you w i l l
have £ 2  lOs,  s e n t  t o  y o u  e v e r y  A p r i l  a n d
October, I n  October,  1922, you  w i l l  b e  p a i d
£102.

On the No. 2 and N o .  3 Bonds your loan w i l l
run t o  1924 and 1927 respect ively.  F o r  No .  2
you w i l l  get back £103; f o r  No. 3 £105.

If y o u  need y o u r  money  back  a t  a n y  t i m e
before those dates you s imply  f i l l  u p  a fo rm and
ask for  i t .  W h y  not buy a Wa r  Bond to-day?

" I  use your wife in the street yesterday. She'd
been shopping for Christmas and was about done."

"Yes, she was so tired all  last evening she could
hardly keep her mouth open."

" To e  banquet t o -night can't get along without
me."

You have a  ve ry  good opiuion o f  yourself.
Billed for a speech i"

"No ;  I  was invited to listen."

T H I N G S  W E  C O U L D  D O  WIITIIiIOBJT.
t l . )

"Pa, who was the f i rs t  inventor : "
"Adam, my son."
" What did he invent?"
" The poor excuse."

C A S T L E S  I N  T H E  A I R .
" N i n a  the coming of pease." said a  well-known

pioneer o f  f l i gh t ,  " t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  w i tness a n
astonishing revolution i n  t rave l .  I  foresee the
tinte, n o t  many  years distant,  when i t  w i l l  b e
possible f o r  a  man, star t ing af ter  h is  breakfast,
to j'ournoy by  a i r  t o  Paris, transact his business
there, and be  back i n  London f o r  h is  luncheon
within five hours."

In those days you wi l l  be able to travel to Rome
in e ight  hours; and t o  s t a r t  f o r  Petrograd o r
Constantinople ear ly  i n  the  morning, and eat  a
late dinner there the same day. A n d ,  i f  you wish,
you w i l l  be able to take a t r i p  to Bagdad. spend
a few hours exploring the wonders of that Eastern
city, and be buck in your home within three days.

One can imagine aero-livers winging the i r  way
across the  A t lan t i c  a t  a u  average speed o f  130
miles a n  h o u r ,  a r r i v ing  a t  N e w  Yo r k  w i th in
twenty-four hours o f  leaving England, so tha t  a
week-end t r i p  to  shake hands w i th  "Unc le  Sam "
wil l  be wi th in the retch o f  any man who bas the
money t o  spare. E a c h  o f  these giant-planes w i l l
carry at least f i f ty passengers, and the return fare
need not be more than th i r t y  pounds, or leas than
a penny-farthing a mile.

" ' l a v e  you a servant whom you can t r us t : "
"Absolutely. W e  even let her peel the potatoes."

•
W H O  F I R S T  C A M O U F L A G E D  ?

A WORD that  has quite a vogue a t  the moment,
but was probably never heard o f  un t i l  the  out-
break of  wui, is "camouflage "—the ar t  of making
a th ing look what i t . i s  not. T h e  word and, t o  a
great extent, the idea, is French in  origin. E a r l y
in the war  a '  group o f  young painters i n  France

formed w h a t  t h e y  ca l led
the B a t t a l i o n  d e  l a
Camoufie, a n d  t h e i r  d u t y
was t o  " m a k e  u p "  guns,
cars; shel ters,  • and g u n
emplacements, -  and w h o l e
stretches o f  landscape, t o
deceive German aviators.

The a r t  o f  camouflage i s
both negative and positive.
I t  a ims  a t  mak ing  prac-
tically invisible what  i s  t o
be hidden b y  merg ing  i t
into the background, and i t
rejoices i n  ingenious fakes
— fake b a t t e r i e s ,  f a k e
trenches, fake ambulances—
to make the enemy waste a
l i t t le ammunition.

The Americans have now
in t r a i n i ng  i n  Connecticut
a Camouflage Corps, where
is taught and practised the
art. o f  .making au observa-
tion pos t  resemble n  t ree,
and a  motor-car merge into
the road i t  is travelling. •

♦
S T U F F Y  G r e a r  A T  P A R T / .  :

I  d o  n o t  approve o f  t h i s
osculatory amusement."

"No more do I , "  answered
the dear  o l d  t h i ng .  " I u -
steed o f  a l l  t h i s  n e w -

to l a s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  —  ' ' � � � � � — �  [ a n g l e d  stuff ,  g ive  nie t he
l ive. ."  M r .  Hamilton (formerly Schmidt) : " I  am from der bombs of der'orrible 'Sherman cover taking, yams.' g o o d  old kissing game'."
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